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THE REFORMATION IN ITALY. 


The following paragraphs are from “ Christian Rerords.” Where 
are now the men to do that for Catholic Europe, which God enabled 
the Fathers of the Reformation to accomplish three hundred years 
ago! Then even Italy and Spain were shaken. ; 


The Reformation, in some méasure, reached even 
Italy itself. A great divine, Peter Martyr, who af- 
terwards lived and died at Oxford, was one chief in- 
strument of enlightening many in that country. But 
etnouien soon became the lot of the Italian believers. 

neenas, a Spaniard, was burnt at Rome. Faninus, a | 
| learned layman, was first induced to deny the Protes- 
tant faith, and was delivered from prison; but though 





and the chain of an accusing conscience bound him fast. 
By God’s grace he recovered from this fall, and again 


Je at most of the publishing offices | professed the Protestant faith, although he might suffer 

and in commercial and literary 
the employment of persons to collect 
i jabor in printing oifices, for the gazettes of 


|death. Being asked, why he would leave his wife and | 
children im distress, he replied, “1 shall not; I have 
recommended them to the care of an able and faithful 
Guardian; meaning his Saviour Jesus Christ. He | 
| was strangled, and then his body was burnt. Before | 


{his death, a person said, ‘‘ It is strange that you should 
akes, and make Sunday ex-| be cheerful, since the Lord Jesus Christ himself, just 


before his death, was in an agony, so that his sweat 


“ Christ sustained pangs and conflicts with hell 
) and teath on our account; and thus, by his sufferings, | 


| freed those whe believe in him from the fear ef them.” | 


When the friars offered him a crucifix, he refused the | 
help of such a piece of wood to remind him of his Sa- | 
viour Christ, “‘ who was already imprinted on his 
Do- | 
minicus, a learned soldier, became afterwards a preach- 
Placentia, and a martyr, professing that, ‘‘ For 


) even think himself happy to suffer for his Redeemer’s | 
He was hanged. Galeacius, a firm Protes- | 
tant, was burnt at Rome, and continued steadfast, al- 
| though he was chained to the stake several hours be- | 
fore fire was put to the wood, that his wife and rela- | 
| tionggnight persuade him to deny the truth. At Ve-| 
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the thronging of taverns and porter- | Dice Many died martyrs, and amongst others, Francis 


whenever con- 


fthe Sabbath. 


essing Christians, 


not a few, who own 


e steam-boats, and canal-boats, } f 
which thev allow to violate that | !ong before it shall feel those joys which shall endure | 
ntract to carry the United States mail 


who travel unnecessarily during 


th 


A Ww 


wnh 


sa- 
ir property to be transported 


en. by a ‘small sacrifice, it could Christ.” 
nd wh 


»secularize the day by em- 


Spinola, a learned author, Francis Sega, and Anthony 

icetti, who were drowned. When news was brought | 
| to Sega thet he should die that evening, and Spinola 
had prayed with him, Sega told him his soul was much 
distressed. Spinola said, ‘‘ Fear not, for it will not be 


orever.” When Sega was in the boat, a friar per-| 
suaded him to return into the right way. “I am” 
(said he) “already in the way of our Lord Jesus 
Spinola at his second appearance before his 
judges, reproved the pope’s legate, and the lords of 


consistent with its sacrednesa, and | Venice, because,contrary to their consciences, they so | 


divne appointment, 
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m, the Tracts are well re- 


In. F., where I preach stated- 


persecuted the truth of Ged. Spinola went cheerfully | 
to be drowned, strengthened by the hope of that eternal | 
| happiness in heaven, from which longer life on e&rth | 
would but detainhim. Ricefti’s son begged him to for- 
sake the Protestant faith, that his life might be spared. | 


for the sake of salvation in a 
A Christian is bound 
to leave, not only goods and children, but life itself, for 
the glory of his Redeemer.” The lords of Venice of- | 
\fered to recover his estate and give it to him, ifhe 
would beeome a Roman Catholic. He replied to these | 
noblemen, that “he valued hia soul above all other | 
|things.”” Mollius, a very celebrated preacher, was, | 
for his sermons on the Epistle to the Romans, and sen- | 
timents contrary to the pope’s, hanged and then burnt, 
at Rome, in 1553. Francis Gamba was burnt at Milan, 
after his tongue had been bored through, because he | 
refused a crucifix which a monk presented to him say- 
ing, ‘* My mind is so full of the real merits and good-| 
ness of Christ, that I want not a piece of wood to put | 
me in mind of him.” 

Pomponius Algerius, a student in the university of 


Thursday afternoon, and where’ Padua. was a prisoner at Venice, before he was burnt 
mgregational church, there is | at Rome 
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Among=t the Italians who were steadfastly attached | 
to the Reformation, was Galeacius Carracciolus, mar- | 
quis of Vieo, who was born at Naples. The altera-| 
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given their hearts to God, very re- 


| brace the truth, rather than to enjoy them all, without 
ithe faver of God. He departed from Naples, and ar 
rived at Geneva; at which time he composed the fol- | 
lowing prayer Thou Lord, hast drawn me out of 
the mvstie darkness of ignorance, enlightened my mind 
with thy Holy Spirit, and with the heavenly knowledge 
of thy truth: thou hast made known to me the way of 
ealvation: hast ransomed me to thyself by the blood of | 


out fitty hopeful converts, since the | ny Son: now, therefore, Holy Father, I am only thine 


Many are now anxious 


they must do—but how many of them 
eve away the Holy Spirit is known 


Ab 


OTR 


young men The cause of Temper- e 
mind 


within two or three weeks, and we are 


er 


i 


ttwo thirds of the subjects « 
some of whom are heads of fami- 


t 


f the 


he family altar;—the greater 


Two Tract societies have 
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and obey thee, and walk in thyways whithersoever thou 
j chalt be pleased to call me. Not my father, wife, 
| children, honors, lands, riches, nor all my delights and | 
Jleasures, shall keep me one hour from following thee 
deny mvself, and I deny this whole world, for thy | 
ake.—O Lord, thou knowest how many enemies com- 
pass me, how many hinderances and temptations lie in 
my wav: O Lord, have mercy upon me, and deliver 
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come therefore, the cross of Christ! I will take it up, 
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its funds, have reason to regret the 
to feeble churches by its instrumental- 


Israel be not gathered’’—but bles- | tant. 


-eturn home, he told his father “‘ he could not, with- 
shipwreck of a good conscience.” He | 
died in 1592. 

Olympia Folvia Morata was also an Italian Protes-| 
’ She was educated in the court of Ferrara, under 


the Lord, for every fresh evidence, | her father, who was preceptor to the young princes of 
* not in vain in the Lord.” 


that house. She excelled in the knowledge of Latin 


s warned and afflicted us in his Providence | and Greek.—On the death of her father, she married 
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with reduced means, contributed to the | testant religion. 
‘ability, for the support of the gospel. The |‘ 
aged female—poor in spirit, and 
mm it might ever be said—* Belx 


Dr. Grunthler, a German physician, with whom she 
left Italy, and was afterwards converted to the Pro- 
The following ia her own account of 
his happy event, in a letter to a princess of the house 


a peace-| of Ferrara.—* When, by the particular goodness of 
at she | God, I was delivered from the idolatry of my own 


country, and had retired with my hushand into Ger- 


her very noticeable events have occurred du-| man’, the change made by his grace upon my heart, 
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Extra meet-| You, as it is astonishing to me. The dislike | once had | 
sufficient to the Scriptures, from which I always kept, and was 
e | taught to keep, at the greatest distance, was turned in- 
The Lord bring us back | to the greatest delight and pleasure I had in the world; 


and new my soul is principally engaged in this most 
After this, she settled in Heidelberg, 
triumph, declaring she 
all joy,” in the hour of death 


WHITEFIELD. 


In the course of human things, it almost always 
|} happens that when men are buried under the forms 


The nominal salary of this missionary is/ and the rules of art, nature will vindicate her rights, 

he pays $25 himeelf.—Some of our | and break ont in her original simplicity and force 
to conaderably more than this—pay- 
or even two per cent. on their valu-| stances, and shines by contrast. 
owing to their low estimate of gospel | ceded the appearance of Whitefield, was an age of 


o their love of money, or some other un-| coldness and calculation. 
use 


At euch times the young orator is favoured by circum- 
The ace which pre 


The enthusiasm and enter 


mut certain it is, that even these | prise of Cromwell's day, bad eudeided in all the bare 


‘er do more, till they shall have been taught by 


| utilities of politics and common life. Strong feeling, 


any yearsof destitution, that the gos-| by such satirists as Pope and Swift, was laughed out 


ai privileges 


worth more than all the | of countenance; and religion was buried under its 


i 


own forms. In short, England was suffering under 


the reaction of that soaring spirit which produced the 
Hamjxtens and Pyms, in legislation, and taught a| 
Harrington to reason, and a Milton to sing. The con-| 
sequence of this stagnation of genius was, pedantry | 
in all the departments of knowledge. Speaking at | 
the bar, and in the pulpit, atid in the seat of ) Bs 
islation, was as dull as the creeping policy of the | 
times could make it. Mr. Addison tetis of an orator, | 
who could not plead without a piece of pack thread | 
wound round his thumb, which the wits were ac- | 
customed to call the thread of his argument; and of 
another who always spoke with a hat in his hand, | 
as if he were cheapening a beaver. 

But while the fire of natore is thus smothered un- 
der the ruins of art, though it may smoke and smoul- 
der for a time—in the natural course of things, the 
blaze must break out, and appear with tenfold bright- | 
ness from the blackness in the midst of which it| 
shines. It fs remarkable that about the same time, | 
three great orators shone forth in England, in three 
very different departments; and impressed their own 
character on the age. Whitefield in the pulpit: 
Lord Chatham in Parliament; and Garrick on the 
stage. 

The eloquence of the British Frriiament had never 
been of a very stirring or popular kind. In the age 
of James the First, when the debates first became 
important, the inembers were . deeply interested in 
the subjects 0 liscussion, to weed much of the orne- 
ments of language, or the grace of delizery, to excite 
attention to what they might say. The specimens | 
which come down to us from king Jamés’s age, are 
tainted with the pedantry of the times. Sir Rob-| 
ert Walpole governed by corruption; and he depend- | 
ed more upon some golden arguments, which he could 
drop into the purses of his partizans, than the golden 
sentences which might charm the ear. The speeches 
of Sir Joseph Jeky! and Lord Somers, which we have 
seen, are as dry and unornamented as the poorest po- 
litical pamphlet of the present day. In this day, 
William Pitt, then a Cornet of horse, and an obscure 
man, was brought into Parliament by some of the 
aristocracy, to oppose the influence of Sir Robert 

Valpole; and he soon compelled that corrupt minis- 
ter to say—“ We must do something to stop the mouth 
of that terrible Cornet of horse, or 
overthrown.” 

It was peculiarly verified also both in Pitt and 
Whitefield, that the orator, to gain his highest power, 
must be a good man; that is, the people must have a 
conviction of his sineerity. it is said of the late Mr 
Fox, that though he sometimes carried the power of 
speaking to a very high degree of excellence, yet his 
eloquence failed of its best effect, berause it could | 
scarce be supposed that he was entirely sincere.— 
When the midnight gambler descanted on economy; 
when the man of pleasure lashed vice—the life peer- 
ed out to abate the language; and the audience could | 
not participate in the enthusiasm which was feigned, | 
rather than felt. But Lord Chatham's patriotism and | 
Whitefield’s religion both came from the heart.— 
When the one thundered and the other wept, it wes 
the voice of nature, which none con'd deny or resist 

Newburyport was the place where he breathed bis 
last, and it las now the honour of containing his re- 
mains. It wae observed, during his last visit, that he 
laboured much in preaching; and indeed we have it 
from tradition, from sore respectable people, that they 
did not consider hi. preaching at the last time of his 
appearing in America, as being equal to his former 
efforts. There was a manifest decline. He was af- 
flicted, in the latter part of his life, by 2 distressing 
asthma, which broke his rest and prevented him from 
laying on his bed. This complaint increased, while 
on his final excursion to the east of New-Engliand ; 
insomuch that when he preached his last sermon at 
Exeter, he pronounced himself fitter for the bed then 
for the pulpit. The same afternoon (Saturday, Sept. 
29, 1770) he rode to Newburrport with Rev. Mr. Par- 
sons, then preacher at the first Presbyterian Church in| 
that town. He expired about five o'clock on Sunday | 
morning ; and the last mortal sentence which he was 
known to utter was, / had rather wean out than aeest 
out. A wish which was fulfilling while he was speak- 
ing it 

His person, like that of Washington, has been pre- 
served to us in so many pictures, and is so peculiar, 
that we are almost as familiar with him as if we had 
seen him. He is generally represented in the attitude 
of preaching ; holding his hands above his head; the 
right hand a little more raised than the left: and this 
attitude was described to us by the late Dr. Spring as 
Lis common attitude in it 
as this position was only 
oecasional, and by no means his most graceful ove 
He was in stature above the napiddie size, as we should } 
judge from his coffin: slender and agile in his youth, 
though after the age of forty, he became more corpu 
lent. His voice was so clear as to be heard at the | 
greatest distance; and his action and manner are de- 
scribed by all who beerd him, as the very beaw ideal | 
of perfection 

He was certainly 2 wonderful man. ‘Phough part 
of his success must be attributed to the gifls of nature, 
and much even to corporeal gifts, yet he had the dis- 
cernment to see his own peculiar talent: and the in- 
vention to strike off into a new and peculiar course; 
in which his powers were made the instrument of ac- 
complishing the greatest good. He threw off the 
trammels of proscription ; be imparted to preaching 
a new character—he opened new avenues fo the ho- 
man mind. Perhaps all the moral and religious writ- 
ers of that age (and it afforded some of the best) have 
not left such an impression on the world, so deep and 
so lasting, as was left by Whitefield. 

His remains lie interred under the pulpit of the first 
Presbyterian Church in Newburyport; and in the 
south east corner of the same building, a very neat 


we shall’ be 


prayer 
an unfortunate specimen 


Sul ie said to be 


marble monument has been erected to his memory, 
by the munificence of William Bartlet, Esq. On the 
monument, or ce notaph, as it is called. is an appropri- 
ate inseription of some length.—.4maranth. 


THE LAW AND THE GOSPEL. 


God’s law—his own law—the law of his own being 
—is holy. Creating beings after his own image in true 
holiness, he imparted to them this law, that the law of 
his glory might be the law of their glory. Thus while 
in him the law was the realization of perfection of ab- 
solute heing, in them it was a guide to the perfection of 
their finite, dependent being. Hence I imagine we 
may say, this law is to intelligent creatures a system of 
rules, by which they may attain the perfection of their 
being. But there must be a sufficient active principle 
Where, or what is it? [ answer, in the sulyject’s love 
of perfection of being, and in his view and love of the 
system as adapted to that end. If then it be correct to 
say that the law has an energy, that energy lies in its 
fitnesa or competency to make “him who keepeth it 
live;” that is, attain the perfection of his being 

Now suppose a being to renounce, or part with, his 
love of periection Of course he takes distance from 
the law as a guide or system of rules. What i« his 
state then? I answer, arousa—lawlesaness—the ab- 
sence or privation of law. 

Here we see what sin is; namely, an exercise of 
moral or spiritual faculties to an end that is not perfec- 
tion of being, and by rules that are the absolute oppo- 
site of the holy law. The rules, so to speak, are drawn 
from absolute arania, Hence arises a perpetual jarand 
reciprocal laceration between will, self-coneciousness, 
and reason. This is misery—when the will neither 
loves the verities seen by the reason, nor chooses the 
path required by the conscience 

A atate of sin is the state of a being whose very na- 
ture, for ite own sake, requires God's holy and perfect 
law of liberty—but whose will has somehow worked 
itself into « hatred of the law 


What is God’s moral government? Doubtless we 
should not say, that the executing of a criminal, who 
has violated and defied his country’s laws and who 
breathes his last in the same spirit, is governing him. 
Refusing to be governed, he is cut off from the benefit 
of government. The same may be said of a whole 
province of rebels executed by their sovereign. Why 
executed? because they will not be governed; that is, 
will not follow the law as their rule and guide. 

f we consider only the divine law—leaving out of 
account the revelation of mercy—this appears to be 
nearly the case of sinners. Let it be remembered, that 
the subjects of God’s moral government are spirits, 
souls—not hands, feet, eyes, &c. The sinner is one 
whose heart is utterly alien tothe law. There is not a 

rticle of love or true obedience about it; and God has 

ept his word and put him to death. Thus he cannot 
live again without being begotten and born again. 

The correk tive of a governing act is submission or 
obedience. But there is no obedience in the sinner; 
therefore, no act of God or operation of law, which 
governs him. What further, then, has the law to do 
with condemned, miserable and dead sinners? They 
have worked themselves out of the influence of moral 
government; but “ Christ has come that they might 
have life,’ and that thus the righteousness of the law 
might yet be fulfiled in them—that they might be re- 
deemed to moral governnient.—I think no one will as- 
sert, that the law has an energy to reclaim a rebellious 
will. If it has not, to what purpose doed it possess an 
energy at all as it respects such a will?—I suspect the 
truth is, that the holy law has energy only with holy 
beings. God's moral government, th is the admin- 
istration of his laws in a kingdom of obedient wille—or 
of holy beings. And the Gospel with the gifts of grace 
is designed to form such a kingdom. 

In sinners’ hearts there is anarchy already; and it 
will continue and reign there in spite of all the terrors 
of law, until God in merey and power comes down to 
regenerate them. The law has no energy to constrain 
obedience, but through the subject’s perception and 
love of its excellence, and love of God the giver of it 
Fear of suffering, as an active principle, cannot co-ex- 
ist with love, nor beget it towards him who threatens 
suffering. It may, as under human laws, beget compli- 
ance in outwar! deeds; but cannot renew a diso!-edi- 
ent spirit. For this the law has no power of the least 
efficiency 

Here then “ the law is weak”—is wanting in adap- 
tation to the case of a sinner, in whose heart it is pro- 
posed to beget love and obedience. At this point—in 
this state of facts—comes in the mercy of God and the 
renewing energy of his grace through Christ; and then 
as Rom. vii. 3, “ What the law could not do &c.” 

he law can do no more than show the sinner what he 
ie; and the presence and prospect of misery can only 
excite the rd err of his self-love. 

[Vermont Chronicle 





PIETY SPIRITUAL AND ELEVATED. 
The National Preacher for December contains 2 Sermon on 
Spiritua! and of true Piety,” by 


It is published just as 


the 
inte Rev 
the intelli- 
gence reaches us, thet the author has gone hence to receive eccord- 
ing to the deeds done i 


elevated nature the 


Cnar.es Jewxiws, of Portland 
mn the body The following are extracts 
Saving piety ts elevated tn principle above the euthor- 
ity of prevailing op:nions. \t might doubtless be safely 
assumed, that a religion which is from God, would in- 
volve principles of action much more fixed and invarie- 
ble than the opinions of erring and mutable man. And 
it is one obvious proof that our holy religion is one of 
divine original, that it furnishes motives to action of a 
nature constant, independent, and unvarying. The 
subjects of the proper efficacy of this religion, adopting 
in heart the great truths of Scripture as the canon of 
their sentiments and the grounds of their conduct. 
lifted above the conflicting and unsettled opinions of 
the unbelieving world. If they feel, they do not vield 
to the power of such an influence And it has power 
—a power which more or less sways every one—a pow- 
er which has been impiously likened to the mighty en- 
ergy of that voice which brought the created universe 
into being. Yet they who dwell ‘fast by the oracle 
of God,” and amid the pure regions of faith enjoy spir- 
itual contemplations, are not disturbed by it. They 
live in a sphere above it The way of life along hich 
they are advancing, lies indeed within sight of the tu 
multuous fluctuation of views and aims which disturb 
the world; but lies at a safe distance. And itis not 
only safe to be aloof from such a conflict, but there is 
present consolation in the consciousness of security 
amid so much tha 


are 


t is proving disastrous to others 


Tis sweet to stand, when tempests tear the ms 
On th mark the seamat 


To watch the giddy crowd that, deep below 


For ever wander 


A 


in pursuit of blies 


mid opinions ever-varving strife 

True religion, by which | mean that which is con- 
nected with the salvation of its subjects, t* vastly more 
abstract, elevated, and holy than is generally supposed 
Men think it what it is too commonly seen to be in the 
lives of its professors, and not what it is declare! to be 
in the book of God And its professors take up their 
notions of it from its more imperfect developements on 
earth, and thus rest at a point vastly below the one 
they are required toreach. It is impossible not to en- 
tertain the most painful apprehensions respecting the 
future destiny of great numbers who would seem to be 
in the way of life They manifest ecarce ly n 
genuine mark of a spiritual elevation of soul lam con- 
cerned tha: all of my hearers who are yet able to hope 
that thev are the « 
would once more institute a most solemn investigation 
into their state. It is not improbable that such an in- 
quiry would lead to discoveries fatal to the hopes of not 
a few. who will cheat themeelves into a persuasion that 
they are in the way of life, while they 
not rising in princi or 
hell beneath. ° 

Saving piety ts above the reach of worldly arrident and 
changes. ‘The most serious and disastrous of these, are 
such as assail the mind and heart of man. But they 
whose treasure is above, cannot be subject to harm on 
this account, from whatever occurs here below. They 
set their affections on things above; and consequently 
the dearest objects to their heart cannot be withdrawn 
for ever from them, or at any time, so as to occasion 
them hopeless erief. Even should the world and all 
the lower works of God be blotted out of being, the 
subjects of undefiled religion will <ympathize but lit- 
tle with the catastrophe—will suffer little by the change 

-will lose actually nothing by the mighty destruction 
O how safe and blessed are the saints of God! 


single 


subjects of so sublime a religion 


are evidently 


les, taste. pursuit, to depart from 
. > > > . 


SUPERSTITION IN MEXICO, 

‘ From an unpublished Journal 
Guadalajara —The priests still hold great influence 
here. and seem to view with malicious feelings every 
improvement which takes plece as an innovation upon 
former customs, and as tending to lessen their ill-ob- 
tained power; for in what manner have they acquired 
such an ascendancy in Catholic countrie® but by hold- 
ing millions in subjection by fear and ignorance? There 
are many who. having seen the abuses of these men, 
have been led from one doubt to another, until, throw- 
ing off their former superstitions, they have become 

sceptics and infidels 

hey are particularly jealous of foreigners, and dread 
the extension of their liberal ideas. It is their wish to 
convey to the people the impression that foreigners do 
not receive the sacrament of baptiem, and that any 
communication with them is therefore sinful; conse- 
vently those who marry in this country must become 
Catholics, passing throug a new baptism, and all the 
ceremonies of initiation .nto “ the only true religion.” 


———— — — SS — = 

| 1 am happy to say, however, I have met with one in- 
| Stance of a foreign gentleman refusing to change his 
|religion when desirous of marrying; of course he was 
| prevented. 

The property they have acquired is immense, which 
may well be imagined, when at least one-third of the 
city is covered with churches, convents, and real es- 
tate belonging to them; and also a salary of $90,000 
annually is paid the Bishop, being upwards of $246 
per day. ‘The females are very strict in complying 
with the regulations of the church; and it is a pleasant 
sight on a feast day to see them passing to mass. I re- 
member walking one evening about twilight, and reach- 
ing a window where there were several females; | 
heard them observe, ‘‘ Este sera Inglis; “ this is cer- 

|tainly an Englishman.’’—Surprised at the observation 
jin a loud voice, I looked round and found every person 
standing, bare-headed, and I suppose praying. I im- 
mediately became aware of the motive of the observa 
tion, for the bell calling to prayers had already struck 
unnoticed by me. 

What, I am told, has particularly annoyed the holy 
fathers, is the establishment of a Lancasterian School, 
and an Institute or College for the higher branches, by 
the late Governor Precilliano Sanches, a liberal, tal- 
ented man, whose death has been greatly regretted by 
his countrymen. The school is conducted by Mr 
Jones, the husband of the amiable daughter of Lan- 
easter, and at present has upwards of 400 scholars 
‘The exertions of Mr. Jones are at least rewarded by 

\ the good wishes of the well thinking part of the com- 
{ Bp. Watchman. 


munity 
THE EARLY CHRISTIANS. 
| Translated for the Christian Herald from Neander’s Church History 
| It was not only against the cruel amusements which 
| have been mentioned, that the sensibilities of the Christ- 
ians revolted; they considered it inconsistent with the 
nature of their calling, to seek entertainment from any 
of the public shows with which the age abounded, or 
to attend at all either the Cireus or the Theatre. it 
became indeed a common mark of being a Christian 
with the rest of the world, for one not to frequent the 
theatre, so universal was the passion at that time for 
pleasures of this sort 
Tinese exhibitions were held in disapprobation, part- 
ly because they were looked upon as belonging to the 
idolatrous equipage of paganism, having had their ori 
|} gin from the heathen worship, and being closely con 
nected with different heathen festivals. They were re 
| garded as making a special part of that “‘ pomp of the 
|devil,”” which Christians bound themselves to re- 
|nounce hy their haptismal engagement, when they be- 
| came soldiers of the Lord Jesus Christ. In many of 
these exhibitions, moreover, much was presented that 
was wholly et variance with the Christian sense of mo- 
rality and propriety. And where this might not be the 
| case, it was still felt that there was something in thus 
| playing whole hours away with mere trifles—in the 
unholy spirit which reigned in these assemblies—in the 
| wild excitement of the gathered crowd—which did not 
| agree with the holy seriousness which should mark that 
| priestly character that belongs to the followers of Christ 
Christians were taught to look upon themselves as 
| priests consecrated to God for their whole lives—as 
temples of the Holy Ghost; whatever, therefore, was 
foreign from the nature of this blessed Spirit, for whom 
a dwelling was to be kept at all times ready in their 
hearts, they must not allow to come near them. “ God 
has enjoined it upon us,” says Tertullian, “‘ to treat 
the holy Ghost, who is according to his glorious nature 
a mild and gentle Spirit, with quietness and gentle- 
ness, with peace and stillness, and not to grieve him 
with passion, rage, wrath, or violent feeling. How 
ean such a Spirit endure the exhibitions of the theatre’ 
For these exhibitions are always attended with strong 
|eommotions of the soul. No person thinks, in fre- 
genting such spectacles, of any thing else but to 
see and to be seen. Can any one, amid the clam- 
| or of the actors, employ himself in medita! upon the 
words of a sacred prophet; or can he arse 
psalm in hie soul, while listening to the strains of 
jan effeminate singer on the stage? And when 
|we are to abhor all that is contrary to chastity, 
how shall we listen to that which we dare not 
jourselves utter; more especially as we know thst 
every unprofitable and foolish word is condemned by 
the Lord.”"—Matt. 12:36. Eph. 4:29,5:4. Thus con- 
tinually did the Christians keep the rule of God's 
word and the nature of their Christian calling in view, 
in forming their judgment of duty in all prac ucel cases 





Tons Serpew.—This learned man some days before 
his death, sent for Archbishop Usher and Dr Lang- 
blaine, and among other things, told them that he had 
surveved most of the learning of this world; that his 
study was filled with booke and manuar ripts on vari- 
ous subjects, vet he could not recollect any passage out 
f infinite volumes and papers that he oe think of 
with half the satisfaction which attended his contem- 
pletion of the Sacred Scriptures. He pointed out one 
particular text, that greatly contend and refreshed 
lis spirits, “ The grace of God w hich bringeth salvs- 
tion hath appeared to all men, teaching us that denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we shall live soberly, 
righteously, and godly in this present world. Looking 
for that blessed hope, even the glorious appearance of 
that Great God our Saviour Jesus Christ.” 


Titus ii. 11—14 


Rosret Borre.—The Hon. Rebert Boyle, when 
director of the East India Company, in 1677, was very 
earnest in reeommending them to carry the gospel 
wherever they had factories. It seemed to me (he 
observes in one of his letters) very fit, that we, whose 
endeavors God has of late so signally prospered, should 
pay him some little acknowledgment of his many bles- 
sings: and that reroembering ourselves to be Christians, 
as well as merchants, we should attempt to bring those 
countries some spiritual good things, whence we so 
frequently brought back temporal ones.’—Crichton’s 
Laves of Converts. 

Dre. Bare saxs.—The late Dr. Bateman, after his un- 
belief was dispelled, said: ‘ It is impossible to describe 
the change which has taken place in my mind; I feel 
as if a new world was opened to me. All the interests 
and pursuits of this have faded into nothing, in com 
parison with it. They seem so mean, paltry, and in- 
significant that my blindness in living so long immersed 
in them. and devoted to them, is quite inconceivable 
and astonishing to myself.’ 


Rerroor.—Men must not say, this is too hard to be 
borne, you must not deal after this sort; let those who 
cannot suffer reproof, seek another master beside God, 
for they are not worthy to hear his word. The world 
would gladly be spared; and we see many who are 
ready to burst with rage, when they are threatened and 
corrected. They say that they wish to be won by 
mildness. Then let them go to the devil’s school; he 
will flatter, yea, and destroy them Calvin. 


Reurcrovs Zeat.—There is no grace that the spirit 
of self can counterfeit with more success than a religious 
zeal. A man thinks he is fighting for Christ, and he is 
fighting for hie own notions. He thinks that he is 
skillfully searching the hearts of others, when he is on- 
ly gratifying the malignity of his own, and charitably 
supposes his hearers destitute of all grace, that he may 
shine the more in his own eyes by comparison 
[ Cowper. 
Tae Lire wx Curtst.—Christ L » us not “ef * 5 
verfect ttern, but as a powerful principle. it is 
ole the spirit of Christ is beliewer, that crucifies 
the world, and purges out sin, and forms the soul to his 
likeness. It is impossible to be holy not being in Him; 
and being truly in Him, it is as impossible not to be 


holy [ Leighton 












































OBITUARY. 


REV. CHARLES JENKINS. 

The death of Mr Jenkins was mentioned in our last. The Ed 
tor of the Portland Mirror has furnished an able sketch of his char- 
ecter, which we copy with some abridgement. It isa long time 
since we have seen an obituary of more interest and vetue. 

We have been called to anounce no death, since that | 
of the beloved and venerated Payson, with soapeeene 
a sense of the loss which has been sustained by Congre- | 

ational ministers and Churchesin Maine. Itis not mere- 

5 the importance of his location, which gave a wide | 
acopeto his influence, nor his agency inthe prominent | 
measures for enlightening and saving our population and | 
the world, which constiute the severity of the bereave-| 
ment; but the kind of influence which he exerted, and | 
the distinguishing characteristics of his mind. In a pro-! 
miscuous assembly, or a congregation to whom he was | 
a r, he was, perhaps, Jess popular than hun-| 
dreds of far inferior mental and moral worth; but with | 
his intimate acquaintance, and his stated and constant | 
hearers, he deservedly stood without any rival. 

His mind was, preeminently, of an original cast. | 
His thoughts were his own—were shaped by his own | 
reflections—were associated in his mind by laws in| 
some respects peculiar to himself,—and were exhibi- | 
ted in language of great richness, strength and beavty. | 

His mind was amazingly fertile. He had no beaten | 
track—no hackneyed topics—no worn out res—no | 
favorite forms of expression—no stereoty hrases | 
to be scattered through every performance, and /sy their 
perpetual recurrence to lull attention and annihilate in- 
terest. No one was further removed than he from the | 
too common habit of falling into the same train of} 
thought, and the same method of illustration, whatever | 
were the topic with which he set out. When he raised 
his voice in supplication to the Father of spirits, no | 
fellow worshipper could anticipate the form or the mat- | 
ter of the next petition. When he named his text, no 

hearer could anticipate the mode of treatment which it 
was to receive; and no one in the issue had reason to 
be dissatisfied. The first sentence of the introduction 
arrested the attention, and put the minds of hearers in- 
to a posture of inquiry, from which they were soon re- 
lieved by the developement of a truth or principle, then | 
evidently involved in the text; but which, fill then, not | 
one in ten, probably, hadever recognized. The tlus-| 
tration ef this principle was attended in the minds of | 
his auditory with the same process of attention, inqui- 

, conviction. There was a freshness, an unlooked 
for range of thought or mode of reasoning in most of| 
his discourses, which regaled the mind, at the same | 
time that they commended the truth to every man’s con- | 
science, and imparted intenser ardor to all the holy af- | 
fections. Still, there was no straining after novelties, | 
or unusual modes of expression. In him was no af-| 
fectation, no extravagance—all was the spontaneous | 
offspring of his mental structure and intellectual habits. 

A ric tical fancy, with which he was endued, 
contribute crn to that “ infinite variety” of mental 
resources which he had ever at command, 

But the vigor of his intellect was exceeded by no oth-| 
er quality. He seemed adequate to any mental achieve- 
ment within the range ‘of human possibility. He could 
seize a subject with a giant’s grasp, and especially any 
appertaining to the philosophy of mind or to his pro- 
fession, and analyze it with the skill of a master, and | 
point out its relations and uses with the clearness of 
light. Though he was a diligent student and compo- 
sed his sermons with much care, he could yet answer | 
any unexpected call, without special preparation. The 
most powerful efforts, those in which the most over- 
whelming effects were produced on his auditory, have | 
been, in several instances, those when he spoke on a} 
sudden emergency, when the circumstances of the case 
must have precluded all premeditation. Here too he | 
used the same dignified style of utterance, the same, 
elevated, bold, striking, select, and forcible language, 
which characterised his writen compositions. 

He had great simplicity of aim; and seemed ‘ deter- | 
mined to know, and to make known nothing, save .'e- 
sus Christ and him crucified.’ This was the great busi- 
ness which absorbed his soul; and with sorarea 
combination of qualities fur exerting a moral power, 
no wonder that he was successful, especially as the 
Lord wrought with him. He was one of those men 
who are raised up for the church universally, —receiv- 
ing little, except from God, but imparting much in 
every circle with which he mingles, and particularly to 
his ministering brethren, by which the prosperity of| 
the church is advanced. This wide reach of his influ 
ence was very justly recognized in a sermon by the 
pastor of o neighboring church, the last Sabbath, who, ' 
ia an allusion to Mr. Jenkins’s death, observed,“ A ser- 
vant of Christ is gone, at whose loa we have cause 
to exclaim, ‘ Help, Lord, for the Godly man ceaseth.’ 
It ia doing injustice to no one, to say, that no death 
could have given usreason to feel more deeply afflicted. | 
His industry shamed the slothfulnese of his brethren; 
his unbending integrity was aenafeguard to all the 
measures of the church; his wisdom kept us from ex- 
travagances. The gigsaotic stature of his mind and 
the singleness of his purpose to serve Christ, gave him 
irresistible control. An influence is lost, which reached 
to every interest of the church in this region, reached 
every professed follower of Christ and every sinner.” 
There is truth in this testimony which will yet be felt 
more deeply. He wasa man, who could not fail to 
leave a deep impression on minds that came in contact 
with his own; an impression sometimes painful, but 
always beneficial. 

le possessed the humilily of a little child. His no-| 
ble and majestic form, erect walk, and commanding 
aspect, might have marked hit out toa stranger as one | 
of nature’s nobility, not to be approached by ordinary 
men; but in all who enjoyed personal intercourse wit 
him, these feelings of awe and distance yielded to love | 
and confidence. A condescending benignity, a glow- 
ing, hearty benevolence softened or annihilated the 
more forbidding traits, and exhibited him in the char-! 
acter of a brother, with a heart tremblingly alive to all 
the tender sympathies appertaining to this relation. 
He was a man, low in his own eyes, “ less than the | 
least of all saints.” Unequivocal evidences of this were 
continually devoloping themselves. 1t is but a few | 
weeks since, that, when sitting on a Council for the or- 
ganization of a church, the candidates having been ex- 
amined and retired, the Moderator inquired of each 
member of the Council whether he was satisfied with 
the evidences of experimental piety exhibited by the 
candidates. When the question came to Mr. Jenkins, | 
he raised his head, which had been reclined in deep re- | 
flection, and replied with affecting solemnity—* I think | 
it more probable, that they will go to heaven, than that | 
Ishall.” During the whole process, he had evidently | 
been applying to himself the questions and tests of | 
Christian character, which were brought forward in the 
course of the examination. The truth is, he had over-| 
whelming views of human guilt, and of his own, as a 
member of the human family. Besides, his standard | 
of Christian character was unusually elevated, 

He was a fee sacher,. He not only declared | 
the whole counsel of God, but he did it in a manner | 
the most clear and a His sermons were | 
searching beyond description. O, how did he unmask | 
the hypocrite, ‘ disguise himself as he would;’ how 
rend away the false refages, beneath which sinners en- | 
trench themselves; how trace and expose the windings | 
and deceits of the h heart; how shew transgres- | 
sors their ways! He brought the torch of truth as it) 
were into the sinner’s soul, that he might see his con-| 
dition and character in the sight of God. Sinners 

trembled,—they often complained, that the preacher 
was harsh and severe; and finding that there was no| 
peace to the wicked in the presence of sucha reprover, 
sometimes left his ministratione, by which their con- 
sciences were so greatly disturbed, and probably ere | 
now in the ition of the man among the tombs, 
“ seeking rest and finding none.” Christians, too, un- 
der his preaching were often brought into doubt of | 

themselves, and led to examine anew the foundation of 

their ; but on the review they have reason to say, | 

“ Faithful are the wounds of a friend.”"—Though he 

dwelt much on the claims of God and the Redeemer, | 
he did not withhold the exhibition of divine merey.. 

Free grace, redeeming love, sounded from his lips in 

the melting accents of one whose heart had felt its sub- | 

duing peace-givifig, and constraining power. 
His fidelity to his brethren in office was no less 
marked. 
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time . caused temporary uneasiness—vwe speak from |sisting of 1100 volumes. Articles of furniture for th~ 
oxy rience—but ra ie made him nthe beloved. \ sone of Students have been received from Chris‘ian 
| et the righteous smite me, it shall bea pleasant oil.” | friends. Provision hes been made for the support of 
It vas with him not caprice nor arogance, not a censo- | several beneficiaries. The apeseue of the students 
rious temper but the result of principle—a deep con- | the last year has shown that their boarding, washing 
viction of what Christians and ministers owe to each and fuel may be obtained for $90 a year, and this in- 
other, and are bound by the laws of Christ to perform. | cluding vacations, ‘The Studies of the Junior Class 

His stability, and uncomprising integrity, were asre-| will be the Hebrew Language and Literature—the 
markable as any qualities which he exhibited; and Science of Interpretation, Sacred Geography, Exegesis 
never, perhaps, has a day risen upon the church of | of the Greek Testament and Hebrew Bible, Natural 
Christ, when these traits in the character of his ambas- Theology, and Biblical History. The studies of the 
sadors were more desirable. jsecond year, Christian Theol ogy, Church History, 

Mr. Jenkins was borne in Barre, Ms., in 1786; ex- | Coutinuation of Biblical Exegeeis. Of the third year, 
perienced religion during a revival in Williams College, |Church History and Biblical Ex concluded, 
at which he graduated in 1818, efter which he spent | Church Government, Sacred Rhetoric, Sermonizing 


several years in giving classical instruction, aa precep- and the Pastoral care. Exercises in Public Speaking, 
tor of Westfield Academy, and Tutor in W. Cole 'to be continued through the three years course. 
was settled in the ministry in Greenfield, Ms, in 1320; [Charleston Obs. 


and again in Portland in 1325. 





| Location or Missionaries, unprn rue GexeraL 
Rev. Dr. Semrre.—He was several yeare President of the | ASSEMBLY’s Boarp.—In the State of New York, 40; 
Baptist Missioasry Convention of the United States, and at New Jersey 4; Pennsylvania, $4; Delaware, 2; Ma- 
Oe Sine ae, 0 Ee et ee aecashoa Rlighew |ryland, 8; Virginia, 14; North Carolina, 15; South 
was the decided friend of literature and evangelical religion. : } : : agi -- : - The 
The partiealare which follow are irom the csosiesion of the | Coroline, hi conga, 9) blo, 15; em 8; a 
letter of Rev. Mr. Adams, hiscolleague. It was dated at Fred- | ROIS, 12; Missourl, 2; Aentucky, /; Jennessee,5; 
erickeburgh,Vir. Dec. 26 Mississippi, $; Alabama, 4; Louisiana, 2; Michigan 
But in the midst of these mercies of our God, we are | Territory, 2; Arkansas Territory, 1;  deetaey 2; Lower 
called to mourn. Our highly esteemed father in the gospel, | Canada, |. (Missionary Reporter. 
Dr. R. B. Semple, is no more. He departed this life yesier- ESPN" CGRUSGETS 
day morning. As might have been expected of his lon, and | Boston Port Society —The meeting of this Society, 
faithful career in the service of God, he lef the world in a| which had been previously announced, was held on Moun- 
calm and happy state of mind. He had not been well, since | day evening of last week, at the Rev. Dr. Channing's Church 
he had a slight alysis in October last ; ut still attended | in Federal street. The exercises of the occasion were com- 
to his ministerial duties, until about a week before his de- | menced with prayer; after which the report was read, giv- 
parture, when he was attacked with the prevailipg cold and | ing a general account of the condition and prospects of the 





pleurisy. From this attack, he predicte 


—____________, . 


recover, and during his confinement, often spake of death, 
and always with the confidence of hope. 1. was with him 

rt of the day on Friday last. He said but little ; but that 
ittle was of his readineas to go. He observed to me that 
this sentiment of the Apostle’s had been much on his mind, 
since his sickness, “[ amin a strait betwixt two, having a 
desire to depart apd be with Christ.” 
his death he said to those who were with him: “ This day, 


that he would not | Society 


On the morning of 


It was formed three years ago, with the view of 
improving the moral and religious condition of seamen ; and 
though the project ha not excited very general interest, and 

| has been regarded by many as chimentcal, its success appears 

| to have exceeded the most sanguine expectations of its tuund- 
ers. The statement of the Wcsuen, which succeeded, 
|shewed that the means of the Sox iety are limited, arl that 
it stands much in need of the aid of the wealthy and benevo- 
llent. At the request of Gen. Sullivan, the Rev. Mr. Tay- 


forty-two years ago, I commenced preaching the gospel of| lor then addressed the meeting. He was followed in an 


Christ, and now I am ready to depart. -I have fought a good 
fight, } have finished my course, I have kept the faith.”’— 
This last clause, “ I have kept the faith,’ he repeated seve- 
ral times. T were his last words. He has gone to his 
rest. “ Help, Lord, for the godly man ceaseth! Neither 
my own foohings nor the occasion wifl permit me to eulogize 
nor ig it necessary. His praise is in all the churches 
wherever he was known.’ His age was 62. 
[ Watchman. 





INTELLIGENCE. 


STATE OF ENGLAND. 

The British newspapers and Journals al! betray, even when they 

do not distinctly express, serious apprehension and anxiety. The 

London “ World”—a zealous “ Reform” paper—conciudes an arti- 
cle on the Bristol riot with the following appeal to religious men 


And if there be those among us who think that the, 


time has not come for a searching inquiry into our con- 
dition; that it is safe to waita little longer until the 
pestilence has come into every house, and poverty des- 
olated every family, until the brute force of a neglect- 
ed multitude shall be combined, and vigilant, and ac- 
tive, and persevering, in every city and village in the 
land—let them stand aloof; let them wait; but let not 
those keep back, or refrain from ¢peaking, who feel 
that itis high time for Christian principle to exercise 
its proper influence on the inhabitants of the world, 
Let not those wait any longer, who think, as we pre- 
sume to think, that a solemn appeal from Christians to 
the Kino, the nobles, and the rulers of the land, on be- 
half of our neglected poor, and for a just and faithful 


application of the resources which are already provi-| 


ded for the good instruction of their children, would at 
this moment be most fitting, most wise, and most indi- 
cative of a sense of justice, and humane and Christian 
feeling. Let Christians assemble without delay; and 
having made humble and open confession before Gow 
and man, in those places which are set apart for reli- 

ious purposes, let then address the throne, whilst 
they may with effect and with an assurance that the 
Kixe and the Government of the land are willing to 
hear and to pay all due respect to the representations 
of honest, enlightened, and pious men. Men, who, 
whilst they are adverse to all violent methods of secur- 
ing even what is right, dare not shut their eyes, or 
close their ears, or deaden their hearts, when millions 
in a land, enriched, and fruitful, and full of power, are 
destitute, ignorant, and wretched; men who will not 
attempt to heal the nstional wounds slightly, but who 
desire to apply effectual remedies to known and ac- 
hnowiedged evile,—evils ascribable not toa gracious 


Gop, but to man, foolish, stupid, vain man, who for-| 


gets that all power is a trust, and that it may not he 
wantonly abused: we eay, such men when they speak 
from every town and village in the country, (speak on 
behalf of those who, when they cry out, often do it 
by deeds of rude and lawieas violence, which we might 
always prevent if we would act for them, and act ein- 
cerely and earnestly in time, as we are bound to do)— 
such men will be heard—ihey will he attended to, and 
they will save alike themselves, their farmlies and their 
country. To these we would apply sie words of a 
good and great patriot of olden time, and say,‘ For if 
ye altogether hold your peace at this time, then shall 
there enlargement and deliverance arise to the poor 
from another place; but ye and your father’s house shall 
be destroyed.’ 

Now it is, thatin the great mercy of Gop, the 
Christian men of England are felt, by the Government 
of the country, to be the people upon whom depen- 
dance may be placed in trying and difficult times; and 
now, then, it is, that they should use their influence on 
behalf of the indigent and ignorant part of their fellow- 
creatures; and if they do not this—if they are not al- 
ways ready to act for those who are reduced to want 
and distress—they are not the salt of the earth—they 
are not the true representatives of Him whose name 
they bear, arid whom they profess to worship and to 
serve. For can he belong to Curist, who will not 
think and act for the immortal beings whom Gop has 
placed at the head of his creation? Can they respect 
their Maker who despise man, made in his image? 
Man is despised—Gop, his Maker is insulted, when the 
interests of the one and the commands of the other are 
trifled with; and they are trifled with, when the nation- 
al resources ure applied to the gratification of personal 
and selfish desires and indulgences, and not to the com- 
fort, and elevation, and security of the laborious and 
humble classes of society. 





Prooress of TRANSLATING THE Scriptures 1x Mat- 
aGassee.—The following information is given in a let- 
ter from Mr. Edward Baker, Missionary printer, dated 
Tananarivo, Madagascar, Jan. 10, 1831. 

** We have now finished the printing of Genesis, and 
seven chapters of Exodus; and have struck off an ex- 
tra number for present distribution, intending to finish 
in atthe 20th Chapter of Exodus. 

“ Tt is py that the printing of the Holy Scrip- 
tures will be finished within the space of two years. All 
is peace here at present; anda singular combination 
of circumstances seems to favor the work of translation. 
Other labors, except that of preaching, can in a great 
measure, be dispensed with. The first scholars are 


| animated and effective manner by Gen. Sullivan, Col. Swett, 
Mr. W. Sturgis, and Rey. Messrs. Fisk and Gannet. Res- 
| olutions, expressing the sense of the meeting in regard to the 
| objects of the Society were offered by Mr. Testios Rogers of 
| the Police Court, who a compamed them with many just 
jand pertinent remarks. The mecting was adjourned for a 
fortnight —[ Daily Ade 
| Receipts or THe A. B.C. P.M. About 258,000 of 
the receipts were from New England, contributed chiefly by 
| friencle of the cause in the Congregational denomination ; and 
about $40,000 out of New England, contributed alinost wholly 
by friends of the cause ia the Presbyterian and Reformed Dutch 
churches. ‘The receipts 
nearly $2,000 


j 
vin the latter source ave estimated at 


(Mies. Herald. 





| REVIVALS. 


NEW CASTLE PRESBITERY, PA, 


The following i# an extract of a Letter from the Rev. Joseph Barr, 


r Co. Pa. Nov. 29, 1831—published 





dated at Williamstown, Lar 
in the Christian Herald 

It may be proper here jut to state, that our Presby- 
tery had been in the practice, for many years, of send- 
ing its members, two and two, to visit and perform 
missionary labor, annually, in each other’s congrega- 
|tions. ‘The ministers visiting preached usually three 
|times a day, for fouror fivesuccessive days, in the con- 

;gregation visited, each service in a different place. 
| Since I have been connected with the Presbytery, 
| (eight years,) these services have excited but little in- 
| terest sad seemed to produce but little good—and, for 
jone, I had been for years dissatisfied with the plan; 
}and I believe the same was true of many of my breth- 
jren; but it was continued because we knew of nothing 
| better to substitute for it. At the last opring meeting 
| of Presbytery, the minds of several of the brethren were 
much impressed with the cold, dead state of our church- 
jes, and it was proposed that a co’ mittee be appointed 
|to devise and report some measures which, under the 
| essing of God, might be the means of calling up a 
| greater attention to religion among our people. That 
sommittee recommended the holding of four-dlays 
| meetings, instead of our plan of missionating; and, per- 
j suaded that no means would be effectual without the 
blessing of the great Head of the church, they recom- 
| mended the observance of a season in the twilight of 
jevery evening, as @ concert of prayer for a revival of 
religion in our chureles, and enjoined it on al) the min- 
| isters to bring the subject before their peo, le, and press 
|on them its observance.—There were other resolutions 
connected with these, which you have probably seen, 
jas they were S lished in our religious papers; such as 
visiting from house to house, and conversing with in- 
dividuals respecting their spiritual state, and the obli- 
gations of Christians to do more for the pevishing, at 
home and abroad, if they hoped forthe blessing of God 
on themselves; and the enjoimimeg it on the ministers to 
make religion the great concern in all their intercourse 
; with their people. ‘These resolutions were unanimous- 
jly adopted, and committees were appointed to hold 
| meetings in given districts. —Those meetings have been 
held in almost every congregation, and with the most 
gratifying resulta. From the reports on the state of re- 
ligion, received at our last meeting, there is satiafying 
evidence that wherever the ministers and Christians 
entered heartily into the measures, and did conscien- 
tiously observe the twilight concert, God has signally 
blessed these meetings with the reviving influences of 
his spirit. 

‘The number of persons hopefully converted, and ad- 
ded to our churches, has been many times larger, du- 
ring the last half year, than during any portion of time 
in the ministry of our present members. The largest 
number added to any one church has been, I think, 107. 
The meetings have, I believe, almost without an ex- 
ception, increased in numbers, solemnity, and deep in- 
terest, from the commencement to the close: and I 
doubt not, multitudes will forever bleas God that these 
meetings have been held in our congregations.—T here 
was some opposition felt and manifested in some of the 
congregations to these meetings, before they were held 
becuuse they were new, and because some of the meas- 

jures adopted in conducting them were new amongst 
,us; and some of our brethren in the ministry were 
rather cool towards them at first, for the same reason: 
but [ think I am fully warranted in saying that all our 
ministers are warmly in favor of them now, and the 
same is true, so far as I know, of all professed Christ- 
ians, in congregations where they have been held. 

Many old professors, and amongst them some of our 
elders, have at these meetings thrown away their old 
hopes, and come as perishing sinners to the Saviour, 
and, we hope, have been born of the spirit. My 
limits will not allow me to specify particular cases, or I 

;could mention some that are peculiarly striking, and 
| which must convince the mest Incredulous that the 
work is God’s. Of the services, | may just remark, 
| that we have had two sermons in the church each day, 
| follgwed by exhortations, prossing home on the con- 
science the truths of the sermon. At night, in country 
| places, it has heen customary to have preaching in two 
or more places in the congregation. 
| Ahalf hour or an hour has been spent in prayer and 
| exhortation, previously to preaching in the church, both 


His searching questions and reproofs some- | 


exceedingly diligent in rendering every assistance in| morning and afternoon; and where the elders could 
their power in the revision for the press; and my six | be induced to pray, they have been called on to lead in 
printers, especially the four compositors, apply them- | these meetings. The morning of the third day has been 
selves to their work with the utmost regularity and vig- | usually occupied with a sermon and exhortations, ad- 
or. The missionary brethren, Messrs. Griffiths and | dressed especially to the young; after which, in some 
Johns, apply themselves four days every week almost cases, parents who desired their children to be made 
entirely to the work of revision and correcting the | the subjects of special prayer, have been requested to 
press.” | express it by rising; in others, the young and others 
, ae meee am * who desired to be prayed for have been requested to 
New Sovrn Wates.—A mission to the aborigines rise, and God has evidently blessed the addresses to pa. 
of New Holland has been undertaken at the instance of 1 childre eos oa 
his Bri te Maiesty’ . . th aes ¢ rents and children on these occasions, and attended 
is Britanie Majesty’s government, the expense of | the prayers offered with the influences of his Holy Spir- 
which is to be defrayed by an annual grant out of the |i ‘ft has not | Migs. 

: yes ° veen at all uncommon tosce almost eve- 
celonial revenues of New South Wales, and the Rev. |.” in th te - : 
W. Wesson ent anert ear atta ry phrent in the assembly rise on these occasions, with 

. atso apart as missionary. tears streaming from their eyes; and so of the young 


: aud others, when they have bee g . 
Taeotocicat Seminary, Cotuman, 8S. C.—The |¢ ll who | let "' called on. At other 
. . Se RY, ; » »& CU. > | times, all who have determined, in dependance on the 


prospects of this Institution are such as to encourage | grace of God, to seek the salv ation of their souls, as the 
its friends, and to promise great good to the Churches | one thing needful, and give their hearts to Christ bh . . 
in the Southern States. The Professorship of Biblical been requested to rise; and at some meetings< ‘ail ¢ 
Literature has been filled by the appointment of Mr. these measures have been adopted at different ti - 

Howe to this office. A Library of valuable Theologi- Which of them, or whether any of them. or ebathes 
cal books has been collected within the past year, con- all of them, should be adopted, must be left to the dis- 








{cretion of the pastor and ministers assisting him. But| 
\from my experience of their benefits, I would certain- 
ly say that something of the kind should be adopted, | 
unless appearances are ory unfavorable indeed. In-! 
quiry meetings have been held, whenever any appear- | 
ed to be under concern of mind; and | have seen, in| 
| different congregations, from eighty to one hundred, | 
|} and two hundred, and even three hundred, come for- | 
| ward, and take seats appropriated for such. As far as | 
| time would allow, all w “ professed to be anxious have | 
| been individually conversed with. 
The preaching that God has blessed, has been the | 
| plain and faithful exhibition of the doctrines of grace, 
|and the pressing on sinners their obligation to give | 
| their hearts immediately to God.—Urging on the peo- | 
| ple the observance of the twilight concert, has been | 
| blessed. Some have dated their first religious impres- 
| sions from the time when they were addressed on this | 
| subject, either from the pulpit, or in private conversa-| 
jtion. And here, my brother, allow me to say, that, if| 
| my experience is worth any thing, it is of great mo-| 
| ment to get the people prepared for these meetings—! 
mean, get them to pray, and ezpecta blessing. ‘This 
| was a point, to eflect which I made a principal object, | 
from the time it was determined by Presbytery these | 
| meetings should be held; and I do believe it was bles- | 
sed of God; for much the larger number of those who | 
we hope, have Leen converted, dated their convictions | 
months betore our meeting was held. Let the people | 
| be told frequently of what the Lord is doing, through | 
the instrumentality of these meetings, in different pla- | 
ces; urge on them the imporiance of importufiate pray- | 
er; let Christians Le brought to feel that God is the, 
| hearer of prayer, and that he is more ready to give his | 
| holy spiritto them that ask, than earthly parents are | 
to give good = unto their children; and let the un- 
converted be brought to feel that nothing hinders their 
becoming Christians at once, but that which the Sa- 
viour states, when he says, ‘‘ Ye will not come to me 
that ye might have life; and then much will be done 


to prepare the way for a four-days meeting being a rich 
blessing. 


Jounson ann Mowrtoomery, Vt. 

Case writes, under cate of Dec. 21— 

The revival in Montgomery has been very great, 
| considering the population of the town. It is believed 
there are not more than 10 or 12 families now in the 
town, in which morning and evening prayer is not 
carefully observed; and Christians there are still pray- 
ing that every family in the town may become a pray- 
ing family, and the religion of Jesus Christ be cordial- 
ly embraced by every soul.—There is still a very good 
attention to the A protracted meet- 
ing was held in October, the result of which hae been 
favorable. Inthis meeting there were four denomina- 
tions united; viz. Episcopalians, Baptists, Methodists 
and Congregationalist« Fora little tine, it seemed 
| that all idea of sectarian distinctions was lost, and the 
desire of all appeared to be, that sinners might be con- 
verted to Christ. But this st 
continue 


| tev. L 


means of grace 


ate of teeling does not 


In Johnson, there has been a very good work of 
grace during the season past. Early in the season a 
| very general attention was given tothe sulyject of Sab- 
bath Schools; and some attended well to the instrue- 
tions of a Bible Class. These seemed to be among the 
first means which were blessed to produce a serious 
thinking on the subject of religion. ‘There were also 
two deaths in one family, the united head, and in the 
prime of life, suddenly taken away, seemed to be the 
- dreadful sound” in the ears of many care less sinners. 

The work was very gradusl in its progress, and 
| seemed evidently to be the work of the Holy Spirit, 
| applying the word of truth for the sanctification of be- 
lievers, and for the conviction of impenitent sinners. A 
wrotracted meeting was held here the four last davs of 

september, which appeared to be productive of some 

good. About 75 have been added t the different 
churches: to the Baptist church, 50; to the Congrega- 
tional, 18; and the rest to the Methodists.—A consid- 
erable number of the hopeful converts have not yet 
made profession of religion any where. ‘The work has 
now in a great measure declined: and this declension, 
it is believed, has been occasioned greatly by the pre- 
valence of a sectarian spirit along ome of the lead- 
ing members in our churches. { Chronicle. 


Somers, Ct 
Rev. R.G. Dennia wri 
Observer 
The first Sabbath in this month, fh 
admitted to the Church of Christ in th 
fession, and one by letter. Eleven had previously been 
adinitted, seven, by profession, and four by letter; ma- 
king the whole number, admitted, thirty-nine since 
the writer took the pastoral care of the ] 
80th, 1830 profession, 
the first Sabbath in this month, are a part of the fruits 
of a revival of religion, which commence: in Jt ly last 


es to the Editor of the Congectic 


enty-seren were 


pice, by pro- 


church, June 
The fwenty-seren received by 


and which obviously received a powerful impulse from 
a continuous meeting of four days, held the last of Aug. 
and the first of Sept. The work has not been as ex- 
tensive, as works of the same kind have been in many 
other places. The whole number who give ewide nce 
of having become subjects of the renewing grace of 
God, is between fifty and sizty: and, with very few 
exceptions, they are those who are connected with the 
Sabbath School, either as teachers or scholars. 





BOSTON RECORDER. 


WEDN#SBDAY, JANUARY 11,1 
= 
THE WAY DOWNWARD. 
«Sim is the mother of all falsehood and error.” 
truth which the Bible teaches so plainly and 


This 
fully, is Tholock’s 
guiding light in his accoum of the origin of heathenism (See | 


| Biblical Repository, No. 5, pp. 84-95.) His remarks on thet 


subject have brought to our recollection some suggestions towards 
a historical eseay on the doctrine of human depravity, written 
long ago, which may perhaps be of use to some readers—alihony!) 
as we ehall here present them, they amonn to wothiy 
hints 


Historical iMustrations of such a doctrine ave to be looked for, 


8 more than 


of course, in exhibitions (or trials) of man’s moral character, 


made in different circumstances Che student of nature some 


times finds it necessary to vary the fourm and cirewnsiances of 
his experiment, in order to try the intensity of some power, or to 
assure himself that the fact is as the first result seemed to ind 
cate. Iv there any thing in history that ought to have, on our 
minda, a similar effect, in regard to the doctrine in question ! 
Firat Trial.—From the Fall to the Deluge. Man bad 


fallen into a life of eelfishness and sin, belive be 


hardly 
received the 
| Gospel of a promived redemption Very soon sacrifices were 
| instituted to keep up in his mind the remenbrance of hie duties | 


and his hopes. Tt appears also from the history of Cain and Abel 


that God sometimes at leact in that early age gave to hie worslnp- 


ere evident tokens of hie approbation or displeasure. Adam, tt 


| appears, lived till near the time of Noah's birth ; and there were 
| some holy and godly men among his intermediate descendants 
The antediluvians had therefore a revelation from God —the pres- 
| ence among them of at least one living witness of that revelation— 
| divinely instituted forme of religious worship—special divine in- 
terpositions, i. e. miracles—the offer of redemption from sin 
and death—and the examples of holy meo—all uniting with the 
freshness of presem. -eality, in ergent appeals to the princi- 
ples of fear, and hope, and duty.—Now if the unrenewed man 
tends towar de God, or is neutral, or but slightly bineed towards 
sin, how are we to account for the fact, that, with all the above 
powerful and urgent influences oa the side of holiness, the result 
of thee first trial was as it ia recorded to have been, io the sixth 
and seventh chapters of Genesis ? 

Second Trial.—This commenced under circumstances the 
most impressive and awful. The little company of eight souls 
went forth into a world wild and desolage from the recent deluge 
—they having been miraculously preserved while the whole race 
beside were destroyed together for their iniquities The remem- 
brance of this tremendous display of God's hatred of sin and 
lowe of holinese—the bow in the cloud, as a constant memento of 
what they had witnessed and as a token of mercy—and freedom 
from the contagion of wicked example, were the ad litional in- 
finences in favor of holiness, that distinguished this trial from the 


first. We say additional influencee—for it must be remember- 


; would seem that punishmeul for sin was 


ed that those against which antediluvian iniquity was 
continued for the most part in full power. h 
human character show itself to be in these new and ye: », 
vorable circumstances * The venerable patriarch whe 
a preacher of righteousness before the deluge, lived to 
gods worshipped among his descendants, and thei, aad 
founded for the iniquities of Babel ; and one of his « z 
saved in the ark—was alive when Sodom, in the mide 
abominations, was overwhelmed in memorable ryin | 

Now let us look back on these two perinds, ani) sue 
did to reclaim man, and man to fuin himself 


Proof! 


What, then, 


had 





In the ¢, 


A 
something threatened and to be suffered in anoi he ; he 
so far as the whole state of man was regarde| as 4 
This, with its accompanying influences, having bee 
fective, the sec. nd period commenced with an 
and visible retribution, so awful aud imprensiy¢ 


tion of it is hardly lost to this day, even Among Any. the 
graded tribes of the human family, Ovher ret: wt : 
manifest and terrible, though nut extenti 


zg to the 


L) 
followed. The result was, as is in the first trial, 


most universal corruption. And from both these 


whilen 
Spee 
treats 
inference was, that neither h ypes, however exalir 


ie 
however tremendous, could suffice to keep up amor oa 
,= 1g Me 

true knowledge and service of their Maker 
Third Trial.—From the calli 9g of Abram to 
Christ.* If God's ways were our ways, should not we say 


that having found such means ineffectual with mankind 


however awful—nor mercies, however tender—nor 


(he deny 


aA 
he abandoned them to their own evil devices ; and ca led 
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